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debates for Russia. With the help of Simon Budny's Calvinistic
catechism, which Nasedka believed to be Lutheran, he studied the
theory of Protestantism. Printed in 1562 in Lithuania, "for the
plain people of the Russian tongue," this catechism was translated
at the beginning of the seventeenth century from Western Russian
into the Church Slavonic language and existed in Russia in manu-
script form. On his return to Russia, Nasedka compiled the so-called
Exposition of the Lutheran Faith, a voluminous work the great
part of which was taken by him from the South Russian polemical
literature. The author's own contribution was characterized by a
sharp, chiding tone, indiscriminate citation of "sacred scripts" (in-
cluding the apocrypha), a clumsy distribution of material, and a
purely formal approach to theological questions. Even so the Ex-
position of the Lutheran Faith familiarized the Russians with the
Protestant dogma, and they no longer confused it with "Latinism."
In 1639 there appeared a new edition of the missal in which a com-
plex ceremony for recanting "Luther's heresy" was introduced and
wherein the principal tenets of Protestantism were formulated in
thirty-five  paragraphs  borrowed  from  the  Exposition  of  the
Lutheran Faith. Of course these anathemas against Protestant
teachers and their doctrines helped considerably in making them
better known in Russia. During the forties of the seventeenth cen-
tury, besides the missal, the printing house in Moscow also pub-
lished a series of works intended to disprove Lutheranism and
Calvinism. The debates and their unsuccessful results attracted the
attention of the Muscovites and gave rise to many varied discus-
sions.
In addition to this there was a direct Protestant propaganda
which originated on the Southern Finnish coast, annexed by
Sweden in 1617, where the new authorities tried to convert the
population to Lutheranism. As early as 1614 there was printed in
Narva "for the Russian priests, the entire community of Ivangorod,
and all the people of the same faith" a "concise statement and ex-
planation of the Christian faith and its worship in Sweden,**
written by chaplains to the King of Sweden. "Here are briefly dis-
closed and disproved the most flagrant fallacies existing in the Rus-
sian religion," was the sub-title of the book. In 1625 there was
established in Stockholm a Slavonic printing house, which in 1628